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D. Cllll,D. II 1I/,'r,'halll Ifl/llily ill ,'arly Nal(cf f)((lrir'S alld 1,'llers

of JosePh and Marianne Churchill, 1850 to 1880. (With a nar-
ralil'e (If pi')/Ieerill,/{ Iral'el" 10 Polrh'(:f.,lrm)111 alld Ih,' S'/I,I-

pall"fler.lf) A,A. Balkema: Cape Town am\. Rotterdam, 1979,

198 pp. R I :>,00 (GST ,'xcludcd)

Thc bibliographical scction of thc work fcaturcs an alphab"tical
list of auth,jrs anti publications undcr various hcadillgs. Apart from
printo; of front pagcs of publications thcrc arc also s,'vcral cont,'mporary
illustrations dcpicting old Grahamstown. Thc first part of thc work is'
dcvotcd to a historical r,'vicw of thc local printing industry and in.
tcrcsting pcrsonagcs such as printers and authors.

On thc wholc The S"II/ers' press is a thorough piccc.of work which
may in years to come bc a standard rcfcrcncc work for local historians.
reM'archcrs of South African printing history. and collectors of
Africana. There are however certain shortcomings. The index at the
end of the book is not complete~ and should the work survive a second
print the publisher mignt consider adding all the page number. to
references, In the second place one would expect the author to have
given a more comprehensive description of the printing presses used to
produce the publications. A "woodcn press" and thc "y,'ars (of) steam
power and modern machinery" a'regi,'en only scant attention, Despite
these shortcomings Mr Gordon-Browns book is to be rccommendcd as it
contains a wealth of information and facts of particular interest to the
local historian and bibliophile.

JOHANN WN Tf:;WPELHOfF
Hllmall Sciellces Research CVII/lcil

~l'ski('d('/lis.
165 pp.

F.A. V AN jAARSVELD. H'l'stl'rse historiografi
filosofil' HAUM: Pretoria en Kaapstad,
RIO,OO (AVB uitgesluit)

1980

In Nov,'mo,'r 18,,0 a youn/{ i':n/{li,h immi/{rant, Jo"'ph FI"l'twood
(;hur,hill, land,'d in Duroan, '0 foundin/{ th,' South African branch of
the Churchill family, Coming to South Africa for-health reasons at the

a/{p of twpnty.thrpp, hp joinpd Alfrpd Wintpr i':van, in a tradin/{ part.
npr,hip, and four ypars aftPr hi, arrival ppr,uadpd hi, youn/{"'t ,i,tPr,
Mariannp Julia (:hurchill. to join him in Natal. Shp kppt hou,p for him
until 18,,7 whpn hp marripd i':mma (;illp"pip. i':mma', orothpr Hugh
(;illp'pip. a Ipadin/{ Duroa!, ou,inp.'i."man, latpr marripd Mariannl'.

Jo,pph kppt a journal and Mariannp a diary and both wprp con.
,cipntiou." Ipttpr.writpr" mainly to thpir orothpr William and ,i,tPr
I,aoplla in i':n/{land. Thp,,' documpnt' unfold thp wiEk' rang" of ac.
tivitip, in which tIt" (;hurchill, wpr" pn/{a/{pd. p'pl'cially fuNatal. Morp.
ovpr, thpy coniain u."riul information on ,ociallifp in Victorian Duroan,
and dp,criop tIt" "con"mic proolpm, and practical hard,hip." of a ml'r'
chant and importpr dpp"nd"nt "poo wa/{on transport.

A~on/{ tIt" hi/{hlight, of this oook ar" th" d"tail"d account'
Jo,pph Churchill /{iv", of his trav"ls to Mooi Riv"r Dorp
(Potchpfstr,)()m). Pr"toria. and tIt" Soutpan,opr/{ in thp 1850s. To th"
historian and tho", int"rl"t"d in th" pion"prio/{ days of th" und"v"lopl'd
Transvaal, (:h"rchill's vivid d",cription of this rpgion and its in.
habitants will 0" of r:onsid"raolp importanc". Mariann" Churchill's r:on.
tpmporary wat"r.colours and drawin/{s. ofwhir:h some tw"nty hav" o""n
u.""rl asill"strations in th" oook, arlrl to th" a"'th"tir: r:harar:t"r anrl
historical merit of the publication. They consist of houses.. landscapes.
farmyarrls. str""t 'r:"n"s. anrl shop' in th" Transvaal anrl Natal. Also in.
"Iurl"d is a r:opy sh" mad" of a wat"r.r:olour whir:h is b"li"verl to be the
"arli",t paintin/{ of Pr"toria.

D""ply int"r"st"rl in South Afrir:an history, Daphne Chilli has
""I"r:t"rl anrl "rlit"rl tIt" rliari"s anrllett"rs in a r:ompetent way. Notes to
vprify p"opl" or to s"I'Ve as a background for historical "vents are in.
t"/{rat,,d with th" t"xt, eith"r by m"ans of 'q"are brar:kets or in italics.
This, however, som"tim"s creat"s confusion (e.g. p.43) and interrupts
th" narrativ". Thl' book has an introduction, an index, and a list of il.
lustrations l)llt lacks a bibliography or any refer"nce to sources usl'd by
the editor in compiling the footnotes, Nevertheless these remarks in no
way d"tract from thl' historical value and importance of this book, for
th" diaries and letters of Joseph and Marianne Churchill are indeed a
welcome contribution to the literature on local and regional history in
South Africa,

C C. ELOFF
R,'si'arch Colillcillllman SriI'm

A. GORDON. BROWN. Thl' Sl'llll'rs' prl'ss: sl'l'l'nlY Yl'ars of
prl'nling in Graham.,lou'n (18JO~ 1900) col'l'ring Ihl' pl/blica.
lion of hooks, pamphll'ls, dirl'cloril's, almanacs and nl'u's.
paPl'rs uoilh historical nolI's, anl'cdoll's and conll'mporary
illl/siralions A.A. Balkema: Cape Town and Rotterdam,
1979.150 pp. R15,OO (GST excluded)

The pioneer press is pr{)bably one of the least researched fields in
South African history. In the past, studies concerning this vital industry
have been focussed on the newspapers and periodicals it has published,
without concentration on any other publications which might have roll-
ed off the presses. In many instances a local newspaper was often a mere
secondary product of an industrious printing press. Pamphlets, hand.
bills, almanacs, directories, and even the publishing of voluminous
books were its major occupation.

In Thl' Sl'llll'rs' prl'ss the accomplished author and authority on
Africana, Alfred Gordon-Brown, sets out to sketch a comprehensive
picture of the printing industry in Grahamstown in the nineteenth cen-
tury. The work is predominantly intended to give a thorough
bibliography of what was printed in Grahamstown since the first print-
ting shop opened in 1830. As an avid collector of Afric~a the author is
in a good position to list certain items which might..~therwise have
escaped the usual compiler of bibliographies. For example, the details
of a poem "The Caffer War", written by Alexander Cowie, are given
and the author points out that no copy of it has thus far been traced. It
is doubtful whether the poem was ever published (pp.15 -16). There
are also interesting facts about the Karil'ga Nl'ws, a weekly newspaper
edited, printed, and published by two enterprising schoolboys on a farm
outside Grahamstown in the 1870s (p.66 and pp.l08- 9).

Prof. F.A. van Jaars,.eld. tans hoof van die Departement Ge.
skiedenis aan die Universiteit van Pretoria. iSf"ffl~\ir meer as t",ee
dekades gemoeid met historiografie en geskiedenisfilosofie. onderwerpe
waaroor hy gereeld doseer en referate lewer. en "'aaroor hy reeds
uitgebreid geskrywe her. H'rs/rrsr hls/oriografir I'll grskirdr//lsfilosofie
is hoofsaaklik .n samevatting in boekvorm van sy referate en voorlesings
aan nagraadse studente. War hierdie werk van besondere betekenis
maak. is dat dit tnt dusver die enigste werk oar ,vesterse geskiedskrywing
en geskiedenisfilo!;ofie is war in Afrikaans verskyn her.

In ses temas word n oorsig gegee van die ont",ikkelingsgang van
historiese geleerdheid en ingegaan op die vordering war die ge-
skiedwetenskap gemaak her binne die raamwerk van die veranderende
samelewings- eninstitusionele verbande waarin dit bedryf is. Die eerste
lema handel oar hermeneutiese historisme. ofte",el die klassieke "'eten-
skaplike geskiedskrywing SODS dit in veral die Leopold von Ranke.skool
sy beslag gekry her. In die volgende tern a ",ord die verskillende stro-
minge in die negentiende- en t",intigste-eeuse geskiedskry",ing onder die
loep geneem, onder meer die reaksie teen die \'erligtingshistoriografie
van die Franse Rewolusie. die Liberalisme war .n voortsetting van die
Verligtingshistoriografie was. die Realistiek as reaksie teen die Roman-
tiese stroming in die geskiedskry",ing. kultuur- en geestes (intellektuele
of idee. )geskiedenis. asook die herlewing van die Ranke.tradisie na die
Tweede W;,reldoorlog. In sy derde lema bespreek VanJaarsveld die
aanslae op die metodologiese en filosofiese grondslae van Van Ranke se
'tradisionele' wetenskaplike geskiedenis. onder meer deur die Positiviste,
die New History-beweging en die aanhangers van die nomologiese
benadering tot die geskiedenis. in die besonder die Franse Annalesskool.

Die vierde lema is vir streekhistorici veral van besondere belang
want hierin word die opkoms en bestendiging bespreek van die An.
nalesskool as die leidende historiese rigting in Europese historiografie en
die rol war Marc Bloch, Lucien Febvre. Fernand Braudel. C-E.
Labrousse, Pierre Goubert en E, Ie Roy Ladurie daarin gespeel
her. Die skrywer loon nie net aan dat die Annallesskool 'n nuwe
dimensie aan geskiedskrywing gegee her deur hulle metode en
geskiedenisbenadering nie, maar wys oak op wesenlike gebreke.

Die Duitse geskiedskrywing in die jare 1945 -1977 kom vervolgens
aan die beurt. Die verskillende faktore word bespreek war verant-
woordelik was vir die breuk met die tradisionele Duitse geskiedskrywing
war gelei her tot n reorientasie na 1961 waarin die Duitse verlede her-
waardeer is en as gevolg van die Fischer-kontroversie grater aandag aan
voorheen verwaarloosde sosio-ekonomiese temas gegee is.

Die laaste lema waarin .n oorsig gegee word van die pogings om
tot .n "universeel-historiese daarstelling" te kom, sluit af met die pro-
bleme in verband met die moontlikheid van .n w;,reldgeskiedenis, .n
probleem war volgens Van Jaarsveld "haas onoplosbaar is".

Die ernstige student van die geskiedenis sal hierdie hoek war in
vele opsigte .n stuk baanbrekerswerk is, uiters nuttig vind. Afgesien van
behoorlike bronneverwysings deurgaans is .n uitstekende literatuurlys,
war van die vroegste tot mees onlangse werke oar hierdie onderwerp in-

sluit, opgeneem.
A.G. UBt;RHUL~lt.R
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