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Format

The review should generally be between 800 and 1 200 words, and should 
include as little bibliographic data as possible. When necessary, use page re-
ferences for quotations in the text of the review and provide complete bib-

Send books for review, and book reviews to:

Book Review Editor (New Contree) 

Mr Charl Blignaut
North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus)

charl.blignaut@nwu.ac.za

The New Contree Journal publishes reviews of significant books that are re-    
levant to historians. Book reviews are written on invitation from the office of 
the review editor, but unsolicited reviews may also be considered. New Contree 
has an interdisciplinary outlook and welcomes suggestions of historically sig-
nificant works written by scholars in other disciplines. The review should be 
submitted to the review editor within two months of receipt of the book. If this 
deadline cannot be met, a mutually agreeable alternative date can be negotiated. 
If it becomes impossible to review the book, it should be returned to the review 
editor. All reviews will be submitted to the members of the editorial board be-
fore acceptance for publication.

Contents and additional (or book) references

The review should summarize what is important in the book, and critique its 
substance. The reviewer should assess the extent to which the author achieves 
the stated aim of the book. It is important that the reviewer should engage 
the material instead of simply reporting the book’s contents. For this reason, 
the reviewer should try to avoid summations of book chapters or the separate 
contributions in an edited collection. Instead, the reviewer should assess the 
ways in which chapters and contributions are relevant to the overall context 
of the book. Reviews should be written in a style that is accessible to a wide 
and international audience.

Any use of references or additional references from other sources must be 
informed on in footnote style.
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liographic details of the source. The review should begin with a heading that 
includes all the bibliographic data. The elements of the heading should be 
arranged in the order presented in the following example:

The early mission in South Africa/Die vroeë sending in Suid-Afrika, 1799-1819. 
Pretoria: Protea Book House, 2005, 272 pp., map, chronology, bibl., index. 
ISBN: 1-9198525-42-8. By Karel Schoeman. 

Do not indent the first line of the first paragraph, but indent the first line 
of all successive paragraphs. Use double spacing for the entire review. Add 
your name and institutional affiliation at the end of the review. Accuracy of 
content, grammar, spelling, and citations rests with the reviewer, and we en-
courage you to check these before submission. Reviews may be transmitted 
electronically as a Word file attachment to an email to the review editor. If 
you have additional questions, please contact the Book Review Editors.


