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SINOPSIS 

Die verhandeling handel oor n bepaalde sekondere skool, 

naamlik Potchefstroom Gimnasium, wat bekend staan as die 

oudste Afrikaanse sekondere skool in Transvaal. Potchef

stroom Gimnasium het in 1907 ontstaan as gevolg van die 

Christelik-nasionale ideaal en het deur al die jare n be

sondere bydrae gelewer met betrekking tot die voorsiening 

van opvoedende onderwys aan Christen-Afrikanerkinders. 

Potchefstroom Gimnasium word daarom tereg beskou as n 
eksponent van die Christelik-nasionale onderwysbeginsel 

(CNO-beginsel). 

Die Chris·telik-nasionale onderwysbeginsel het sy oorsprong 

in die Bybel en tydens die Kerkhervorming van die 16e en 

17e eeue het die Reformatoriese Kerk (Nederland) aan die 

Protestant-calvinistiese lewensbeskouing - ook in die 

opvoedende onderwys - gestalte gegee. In 1652 is die 

Calvinistiese lewensbeskouing en onderwysbeginsel deur Jan 

van Riebeeck na die Kaap en met die Groot Trek in 1838 

deur die Voortrekkers na Transvaal gebring. As gevolg van 

die Britse liberaal-humanistiese invloed tydens en na die 

Anglo-Boereoorlog (1899-1902) het n Christelik-nasionale 

onderv~sbeweging (CNO-beweging) ontstaan, waardeur en 

waartydens CNO-skole gestig is. Opvoedende onderwys kon 

gevolglik in ooreenstemming met die CNO-begins~l aan die 

Christen-Afrikanerkinders gebi'ed word. 

Die CNO-skole se bestaan was egter, as gevolg van politieke 

woelinge en geldelike tekorte, van korte duur en het teen 

die einde van 1906 of gesluit of staatskole geword. Dit 

het n behoefte vir Christelik-nasionale onderwys in Pot

chefstroom laat ontstaan en daarom is die Voorbereidende 

Skool in 1907 as vrye Christelike skool aan die Gerefor

meerde Teologiese Skool gestig. In 1915 het die Voorbe

reidende Skool, as gevolg van n gebrek aan die nodige 



fondse, n primere staatskool met n sekondere afdeling, 

naamlik Potchefstroom Gimnasium geword. 

In 1916 is met Afrikaans ?lS medium van onderrig in sekere 

skoolvakke begin en het die skool die eerste skool geword 

\'lat Hollands deur Afrikaans as onderrigmedium vervang het. 

In 1918 het die primere en sekondere afdelings geskei om 

tv1ee afsonderlike selfstandige skole te word. Die sekondere 

skool het die naam Potchefstroom Gimnasium behou. 

J J A Coetsee was die eerste permanente hoof van die skool 

vanaf Julie 1908 tot Julie 1938. Coetsee het gedurende sy 

ampstermyn Gimnasium uitgebou tot n gevestigde en welbe

kende Christelik-Afrikaanse sekondere skool. Van Augustus 

1938 af tot Desember 1965 het W de K Kruger as tweede skoal

hoof op die CNO-fondamente van sy voorganger voortgebou aan 

die skool waarin die opvoedende onderwys in ooreenstemming 

met die CNO-beginsel nog altyd plaasgevind het. 



SYNOPSIS 

This thesis deals with a specific secondary·school, the 

Potchefstroom Gymnasium, which is known as the oldest 

Afrikaans secondary school in the Transvaal. 

Potchefstroom Gymnasium originated in 1907 as a result of 

the Christian National ideal and through the years provided 

an unique contribution to Afrikaans children belonging to 

the Christian religion. Thus Potchefstroom Gymnasium is 

considered an exponent of the Christlan National Education 

.principle- (CNE principle) . 

The ·Christian National Education principle had its origin 

in the Bible.and during the Reformation of the Church in 

the 16th and 17th centuries, the Reformed Church, (in the 

Netherlands) initiated the Protestant Christian way of life -

which also pertained to the education as such. In 1652 Jan 

van Riebeeck brought the Calvinistic philosophy with him 

to the Cape and in 1838 Wlth the Great Trek it was also 

extended to the Transvaal As a result of the Liberal 

humanistic influence of the British duri?g and after the Anglo

Boer War (1899-1902) a Christian National Educ~tion movement 

(CNE movement) originated and CNE schools were founded.· 

Teaching of the Christiar. Afrikaner children could conse

quently again be presented in accordance .with the CNE 

principles. 

Due to political turbulence and lack of financial support, 

the CNE schools had a short duration and by the end of 1906 

they had all elther bee~ closed or had become state schools. 

The need arose for Christian National Education in Potchef

stroom and the Preparatory School was founded in 1907 as 

a Free Christlan school and was part of the Reformed 

Theological School. In 1915 the Preparatory School, also 



due to lack of funds, became a primary school {of the 

state) with a secondary section which was called the 

Potchefstroom Gymnasium. 

In 1916 a beginning was made to teach certain school sub
jects through medium of Afrikaans and this school became 

the first to replace Dutch with Afrikaans as the medium of 

teaching. In 1918 the · primary and secondary sections were 

seperated to form two individual schools. The secondary 

school be retained its name of Potchefstroom Gymnasium. 

J J A Coetsee \·las the first permanent headmaster of the 

school from July 1908 until July 1938. Under him the school 
f~ourished and became a well-known Christian Afrikaans 

secondary schoc;,l~ Fro::. AUCJU~t 1938 ~o DecCitlb0.1." 1965 W de 
K Kruger continued in the footsteps o£ his pred~cu$SOr at 

the school where the principles of CNE teaching were taught. 
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