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SUMMARY

This dissertation is devoted to a study of the homodiegetic,
extradiegetic narrator (terms derived from Genette). The main
premise was to study the child as narrator, to differentiate
between the child as narrator and the adult narrator, to peg
down specific problems but also to show the advantages of the

child narrator over the adult narrator.

With Genette as basis the writer has tried to clear up the
widespread confusion in the literary world between the narrator
who presents the narrative and the character whose consciousness
orients the perspective, the who speaks and who sees of Genette.
The first part of the study provides a theoretical background to
the second part and is largely based on the typology of Gerard

Genette.

As the youthful reader is the most likely reader of the three

chosen texts (Skrik kom huis toe by Dolf van Niekerk, Woorde is soos

wors by Rona Rupert and Boom bomer boomste (Tree-more, tree-most -

translated by Eve Merchant, 1983) by Elsabe Steenberg), a chapter
in the first part is devoted to an investigation of the enforceability
of the criterion used to differentiate between books meant for adults

and books meant for children.

Concerning these texts the writer's contention is that the degree
of presence of the narrator as well as die placing of emphasis,

T : !
the narrative (the one who focalizes), determine the specific per=
spective of the narration. Personal traits of characters are often

revealed by their respective objects of focalization.








