





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“The book, Male and female in the church: gender in the ordained ministries, is a
response to a specific assignment by the Reformed Theological Association (GTV),
which commissioned the authors to probe the theological issue of women in ordained
ministries in the Reformed Churches in South Africa (GKSA). Fundamentally, therefore,
it is a book about God... As such it represents an honest attempt to fathom the rich and
complex nature of the Bible. The study creates scope for equal functioning of men and women in
congregations, with differential ministries according to their various gifts. That in itself
is an important milestone in an ongoing journey. However, women's voices are still
conspicuously silent in the process, which probably limits its relevance.
Nevertheless, may it invite both men and women to reflect anew on God's liberating,
healing words all those centuries ago, and to respond courageously and joyously!”

Prof Dr Elna Mouton (Dean, Faculty of Theology,
University of Stellenbosch)

“Male and female in the church: gender in the ordained ministries is the product of a
long, scientifically accountable process, in which diverse viewpoints in the GKSA regarding
women in ordained ministries were thrashed out and pondered intensively by a group of
leading theologians of these churches. The end product of their study is a balanced, useful
work - the reader is lucidly and insightfully conducted through various aspects of the problem.
That makes the book a worthwhile example of how Christians in search of truth, guided by
the Spirit, can engage in and, more especially, remain in dialogue with one another.
Differences all too often result in a laager mentality that does not tolerate
other viewpoints. In this instance there is no 'laager', but rather an
example of how mutual dialogue and respect help us to deal with thorny
issues, on which opinions inevitably differ, in a way that induces wisdom
and growth to spiritual maturity.”

Prof Dr Jan G van der Watt (Department of New Testament,
University of Pretoria)
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